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Psychologist’s Role in Criminal Justice
Behavioral and mental health specialists, such as psychologists' conclusions, are frequently used in courtroom decisions. These experts may work on cases, do research, provide psychological support, or provide advice. In addition to bringing behavioral science into the courtroom, psychologists have a more significant and more critical function in the criminal justice system. Judges, advocates, law enforcement officers, urban planners, school institutions, mental health facilities, penal institutions, army forces, and the private sector frequently seek their expertise. Psychologists have a set of talents that can aid in the improvement of the criminal justice system. By including clinical assessments in cases, and research, it aids the legal system in making better decisions.
There are a variety of general responsibilities for psychologists in the legal system. Psychological researchers generally can have an influence on the law in a multitude of ways. Basic researchers, who pursue general or fundamental understanding for its sake, and applied researchers, who examine practical problems, can have a substantial impact on the legal system. Despite the fact that these fundamental and applied techniques appear to be distinct, they are two extremes of the same line (Krauss, 2016). Basic researchers contribute to the legal system by expanding the understanding of memory, human cognition, and social influence. Professionals in this sector are frequently tasked with determining why particular people are criminals, what types of people are potential criminals, and how to prevent people from committing crimes (Krauss, 2016). As a science that studies human behavior, psychology is used to ensure that justice is delivered effectively and adequately.
Psychologist’s roles and obligations situate them in various situations, including the judicial system, law enforcement organizations, correctional facilities, and medical care facilities. Psychologists have a close relationship with the legal system especially forensic psychologists. They have obligations such as conducting prisoner assessments or evaluations, investigating psychological illnesses among civil and criminal court defendants, and examining criminals' mental states to determine if they can stand trial (Krauss, 2016). Trial consultants are psychologists who work for one side in a court dispute. They may poll people of the community to see if a suspect can have a fair trial in a given region. Trial consultants can prepare witnesses, aid lawyers in trial planning, and even conduct mock tests with jury-eligible residents to assess the success of various trial techniques (Krauss, 2016).
Psychologists apply the study of psychology to various critical services in law enforcement agencies that assist police work, police personnel, and police departments. Often known as criminal profilers, they collaborate with law enforcement officials to create a brief profile of criminals based on shared psychological characteristics (Scott, 2017). They research criminal behavior and cover everything from psychological theories to legal difficulties in their field of work. Psychologists frequently testify in court on behalf of criminal defendants to corroborate a notion that the police or prosecution have regarding the criminal defendant's purpose. They assist in selecting, training, and evaluating, providing mental health assistance and motivation to law enforcement employees (Scott, 2017). Psychologists assist police agencies in finding and hiring officers who exhibit the necessary attributes by helping with the interview process and providing written exams that assess personality and character. Interrogation psychologists assist in the interviewing and interpretation of suspects and victims (Scott, 2017). Negotiation training aids in the de-escalation of hostage situations.
Psychologists have specific roles in correctional facilities, both as consultants and clinicians. They are often involved after an offender has been sentenced, such as researching the psychological impacts of jail or probation terms, treating inmates, and providing diagnostic services to inform therapy (Neal, 2018). People who are incarcerated face a lot of stress, and they may develop mental health problems. Psychologists use their knowledge to prevent self-harm and suicide, evaluate offenders with mental disabilities, and conduct cognitive health assessments (Neal, 2018). They also seek to provide a secure working environment for correctional officers. 
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